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The Battelle Developmental Inventory  
Second Edition Normative Update (BDI-2™ NU) is an 
early childhood instrument based on the concept of 
developmental milestones. As a child develops, he or 
she typically attains critical skills and behaviors 
sequentially from simple to complex. 

•  Measures a child’s progress along this developmental 
continuum by providing
both global domains and discrete skill sets

• Aligns with OSEP Early Childhood Outcomes and Head 
Start Child Outcomes

• Used to support U.S. government reporting requirements 
for early childhood funding programs, Part C, Part B, and 
Head Start® Programs 
(https://www.ed.gov/early-learning/programs)

BDI-2 NU Complete Kit
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The BDI-2 NU Screener Test 
(pictured left) consists of a subset of 
test items from the complete BDI-2 
NU item bank. The scoring 
procedures are similar to those of 
the complete BDI-2 NU, and cutoff 
scores are provided to aid in 
screening for school readiness or in 
identifying children who may need  
additional testing.

BDI-2 NU Uses
BDI-2 NU may be used by a team of professionals or by an  individual 
service provider. Accommodations and modifications are available for 
professionals when assessing infants and children with special needs 
or disabilities. 

Appropriate for all children ages birth to 7–11 years, BDI-2 NU 
is ideal for several uses:

• Screening of key developmental milestones for school readiness
• Assessing current developmental strengths and needs
• Measuring longitudinal growth of development
• Determining eligibility for special education services
• Evaluating children across various programs, including preschool, 

daycare, early intervention, kindergarten, and Head Start
• Evaluating early childhood programs for accountability
• Assisting in development of individualized plans to support 

families and educators with tailored programming for children 

BDI-2 NU Benefits
Evaluates all 5 areas used to identify areas of special needs, 
including: Motor, Adaptive, Cognitive, Personal Social, and 
Communication.

• Aligns with all three measures of defined by the U.S. Office of Special 
Education Programs (OSEP) early childhood outcomes 

• Provides useful data for immediate instruction and intervention 
through actionable items

• Allows for effective monitoring of child and program progress on 
short- and long-term basis

• Includes multiple administration methods:
• Structured, play-based activities using child-friendly manipulatives
• Observation in child’s natural setting
• Interview-scripted questions for a parent or caregiver

• Provides CSS (Change Sensitive Scores) through data
• Offers manager software to effectively monitor growth
• Offers comprehensive norms sensitive to rapid development
• Aligns with popular preschool curriculums

BDI-2 NU Complete Kit
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Adaptive Domain 
The Adaptive Domain measures a child’s ability to use information and skills measured by 
the other domains. The Adaptive Domain comprises two subdomains: Self-Care and Personal 
Responsibility. Self-Care milestones consist of a series of activities that move the child from  being 
completely dependent on the parent to being a self-sufficient, functioning child. The Personal 
Responsibility milestones address a child’s ability to assume responsibility for his  
or her actions and to move around in the environment safely and productively.

Motor Domain 
The Motor Domain assesses a child’s ability to control and use the large and small muscles 
of the body. The Motor Domain comprises three subdomains: Gross Motor, Fine Motor, and 
Perceptual Motor.

Cognitive Domain 
The Cognitive Domain measures those skills and abilities most commonly thought of as “mental” or 
“intellectual,” except for language and communication skills. The Cognitive milestones involve 
activities such as attending to, perceiving, and processing information; remembering; thinking; and 
knowing. The Cognitive Domain comprises three subdomains: Attention and Memory, Reasoning 
and Academic Skills, and Perception and Concepts. The skills measured by each of these 
subdomains are interrelated, with the acquisition of earlier skills providing the foundation for the 
development of increasingly complex and higher-level cognitive abilities. Achievement of these 
milestones is related to early success in school-related activities, such as reading  
and math. 

Domains and Subdomains

Adaptive Domain 
Self-Care 

Personal Responsibility

Cognitive Domain 
Attention and Memory 

Reasoning and Academic Skills 
Perception and Concepts

Motor Domain 
Gross Motor 
Fine Motor 

Perceptual Motor
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Personal-Social Domain 
The Personal-Social Domain assesses abilities and characteristics that allow a child to 
engage in meaningful social interaction with adults and peers and to develop his or her own 
self-concept and social role. The behaviors measured in the Personal-Social Domain are 
Adult Interaction, Peer Interaction, and Self-Concept and Social Role. 

Communication Domain 
The Communication Domain measures how effectively a child receives and expresses  
information and ideas through verbal and nonverbal means. The Communication Domain 
comprises two subdomains: Receptive Communication and Expressive Communication.

Personal-Social Domain 
Adult Interaction 
Peer Interaction

Self-Concept and Social Role

Communication Domain 
Receptive Communication 
Expressive Communication
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DOMAIN Motor
SUBDOMAIN Fine 
BEHAVIOR The child extends a toy to a person and releases it from his

or her grasp.
MATERIALS Small toy (such as a toy animal or car)

STANDARD PROCEDURES

PROCEDURE
Structured. Give the child the toy. While the child is playing with the toy, extend your
hands and say,

“Give me the ______ (name toy). Can I have the ______?”

If the child extends the toy, note whether he or she releases it from his or her grasp.

Observation. Observe the child while he or she is playing with toys in the presence of
adults or other children to determine whether he or she extends a toy to someone and
releases it.

Interview. Ask the parent or caregiver these questions.

“Does your child extend toys to people?”

If so, “Does he or she release the toy after offering it?”

“Describe how the child makes such an exchange.”

SCORING

Points Child

2 Extends toy and releases it from his or her grasp

1 Extends toy but does not release it

0 Does not extend toy

Starting Point
2 years, 0 months through 2 years, 11 months
(24–35 months)

1

2

3

BDI-2 NU Administration is FLEXIBLE 
BDI-2 NU administration is flexible and may begin in any of the five domains. The start point for each 
subdomain is clearly identified and is determined by the age or the estimated ability level 
of the child. Examiners proceed through each of the subdomains to determine the child’s level of 
development. BDI-2 NU items are child friendly and easy to administer. Based on the multifaceted 
information from Structured, Observational, and Interview items, BDI-2 NU can be used by an 
individual or team of professionals to create a comprehensive picture of a child’s skills. “Scripting” 
helps ensure administration consistency, but also allows the examiner flexibility to query where 
necessary to ensure sufficient information is gathered. More than one-third of the items may be 
administered using multiple sources of information. The item-scoring criteria are clear and efficient.

Administration
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Examiners may begin administration in any of the five domains. Examiners proceed through a 
series of age-appropriate subdomains to determine the child’s level of development. 

Suggested starting points: Administration begins at the suggested  
starting point for a child’s chronological age or a lower starting point.

Procedure: The child-friendly items in BDI-2 NU can be administered using one 
or more of three methods:

• Structured items incorporate authentic, play-based activities.

• Observation items occur in the child’s natural setting.

• Interview items help obtain parent, teacher, or caregiver information
about the child using an open-ended question format. Interview item are
written in a “script” format.

Scoring: • 2 points indicates a child has mastered the milestone. 

• 1 point indicates the milestone is emerging.

• 0 points indicates the milestone is not yet evident and
should be considered a future learning objective.

1

3

2

Did you know?
More than one-third of the items may be administered 
using more than one administration method (structured, 
observation, or interview), giving examiners greater 
data collection flexibility.
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Scores

Screener Test
• Cut Scores (Select a standard deviation

[–1.0, –1.5, or –2.0] or percentile [16th,
7th, or 2nd] to determine the cut score
for each domain and total.)

• Pass/Refer (If the subject’s raw score is
higher than the cut score, record
“Pass” in the Pass/Refer column. If the
subject’s raw score is the same
or lower than the cut score, record
“Refer” in the Pass/Refer column.)

• Age Equivalent

Complete Battery
• Age Equivalents
• Standard Score
• Percentile Ranks
• Normal Curve Equivalents
• Z-score (expressed in standard deviation units)
• T-score
• Change Sensitive Scores* (CSS) convert the 

BDI-2 NU subdomain raw scores into equal- 
interval score scales. As a child progresses 
upward through each scale, he or she exhibits   
higher levels of developmental functioning. This   
allows criterion-referenced interpretation of the   
BDI-2 NU test scores. The BDI-2 NU subdomain   
CSS scales are centered at a value of 500,  which 
represents the typical test performance of a 3-
year-old child. 

The Test Record Report for 
the Screener Battery 
replicates the face sheet of 
the screener test record. 

The Comprehensive Report 
for the Complete Battery 
allows examiners to select 
score types and lists 
mastered, emerging, and 
future learning objectives.

Comprehensive Report for Joe Dawson

Copyright 2007 LINC and The Riverside Publishing Company

Expressive
Communication

Uses the irregular past tense of verbs. X

Expressive
Communication

Uses regular comparative forms. X

Perceptual Motor Copies a cross. X

Expressive
Communication

Describes what is happening in a 
picture.

X

Expressive
Communication

Identifies a word from its definition. X Responded correctly to 
question #1 only.

Expressive
Communication

Uses the regular past tense of verbs 
ending in "-ed".

X Responded correctly to 
picture Set B.

Expressive
Communication

Uses plural forms ending in the /ez/ 
sound.

X

Perceptual Motor Copies the letters "V", "H", and "T". X

Perceptual Motor Draws a person with 6 parts. X

Expressive
Communication

Engages in meaningful dialogue. X

Receptive
Communication

Recalls events from a story presented 
orally-Level 1.

X

Receptive
Communication

Converses on topics for more than 5 
turn-taking exchanges.

X Joey would only engage 
in conversation about a 
topic that he selected.

Receptive
Communication

Understands irregular plural forms. X Responded correctly to 
Set A only.

Receptive
Communication

Associates spoken words with pictures. X

Self-Concept and 
Social Role

Copes with criticism and teasing. X

Self-Concept and 
Social Role

Admits responsibility for errors or 
wrongdoing.

X

Receptive
Communication

Understands simple negations. X

Receptive
Communication

Understands the past tense of the verb 
to be.

X

Expressive
Communication

Repeats familiar words with clear 
articulation.

X

Expressive
Communication

Follows conventional rules of 
conversation.

X

Receptive
Communication

Recalls events from a story presented 
orally-Level 2.

X

Receptive
Communication

Distinguishes between active and 
passive voice.

X Responded correctly to 
item #2 only (active 
voice).

Receptive
Communication

Understands the future tense of the verb 
to be.

X Responded correctly to 
Set A.

Receptive
Communication

Follows 3-step verbal commands. X

Domain Skill Mastered
(2 points)

Emerging
(1 point)

Future
Learning
Objective
(0 point)

Notes

Assign staff privileges to help maintain 
data security and integrity.

Comprehensive Report for Joe Dawson

Copyright 2007 LINC and The Riverside Publishing Company

Gross Motor - - - - - - - -

Fine Motor - - - - - - - -

Expressive Communication 66 61 539 5 5 -1.67 33 15

Motor 37 - 587 90 25 -0.67 43 36

Perceptual Motor 37 71 587 8 25 -0.67 43 36

Reasoning and Academic Skills 48 72 559 8 25 -0.67 43 36

Perception and Concepts 61 65 547 6 9 -1.33 37 22

Cognitive 109 - 553 87 19 -0.87 41 32
Attention and Memory - - - - - - - -

Receptive Communication 56 58 536 5 5 -1.67 33 15

Personal Responsibility 36 72 545 8 25 -0.67 43 36

Personal-Social 69 - 529 75 5 -1.67 33 15

Adaptive 36 - 545 90 25 -0.67 43 36
Self-Care - - - - - - - -

Self-Concept and Social Role 69 60 529 5 5 -1.67 33 15

Communication 122 - 538 79 8 -1.40 36 21

Adult Interaction - - - - - - - -

Peer Interaction - - - - - - - -

BDI-2 Total 373 - 550 81 10 -1.27 37 23

Domain/Subdomain RS AE CSS SS PR Z-Score T-Score NCE

Mixed English and Spanish

Mary Example's Class
Agency 1

ID#:

3/4/2001
6/25/2007

Joe DawsonName:

Gender:

Examiner:
Agency:

Examiner:
Items Administered in:

Date of Birth:
Date of Testing:

Chronological Age:

M

English only
Spanish only

F

75 months

Unknown

Mary  Example

Program Note:

The Battelle Developmental Inventory™, 2nd Edition, (BDI-2™) is an early childhood instrument based on the concept of 
developmental milestones. As a child develops, he or she typically attains critical skills and behaviors sequentially, from simple 
to complex. BDI-2 helps measure a childʼs progress along this developmental continuum by both global domains and discrete 
skill sets in the following areas: Adaptive, Personal-Social, Communication, Motor, and Cognitive.
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Special Studies
BDI-2 NU was administered to children in the following clinical and exceptional groups:
• Autism
• Cognitive delays
• Developmental delays
• Motor delays
• Prematurity
• Speech and language delays

The BDI-2 NU Examiner’s Manual contains means and standard deviations for each 
of these groups. The score profiles should be used as part of a comprehensive assessment that 
includes additional information from clinical interviews and observations in natural settings. 

Technical Information 
Normative data for BDI-2 NU were gathered from more than 2,500 children. The sample was 
nationally representative of the U.S. national population and and matched age, sex, race/
ethnicity, geographic region, and socioeconomic variables identified by the U.S. Census Bureau 
(2005). Bias reviews were conducted on all items to eliminate gender and ethnicity concerns. 
Item desirability information from examiners was also considered in the selection of the  final 
items. 

Reliability 
When a child development professional uses a test to identify children with developmental problems, 
determine eligibility for special services, or diagnose specific difficulties, he or she must be confident 
that the scores are stable indicators of child development. Reliabilities for the BDI-2 NU Complete 
Battery and BDI-2 NU Screener Test meet or exceed traditional standards for excellence. Most 
subdomains, domains, and total scores show exceptional reliabilities of .90 or higher.



BDI-2 NU Kit Options
BDI-2 NU is available in three formats to fit your assessment needs:

1.  Traditional Kit:
includes paper item books, paper record forms,
and manual hand scoring.

2. Electronic Kit (eKit) Mobile Data Solution: Provides
administration instructions, scoring, and reporting for
administrator use via Windows-based hardware.

Connect with us:

riversideinsights.com • +1 630.467.7000
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